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	THE ANDHRA  PRADESH  ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION


Dear member,

Greetings! I am happy to inform you that the second Pre-Conference Seminar of this year will be held on 11th December, 2011 at Dept. of Economics, Dr. A. E. R. Degree/PG College, 160 Varada Raja Nagar, K.T. Road, Tirupati.  Dr. P. Venu Gopal Rao , Principal, Dr. A.E.R. Degree/PG College will be the Local Secretary of the Seminar. A brief note on the Seminar theme is appended herewith and the same can be obtained from APEA website www.apea.in. All the paper writers are requested to submit a hard copy and a soft copy (Preferably on CD) together with an abstract not exceeding 20 pages including tables, references and annexure.  Abstract of the paper should not exceed 200 words. Last date for submission of Abstracts and Full Paper is  3rd December, 2011. Papers should be sent to the Local Secretary within the stipulated time. Contact No: 9849631392 and  E-mail: aerdc1997@yahoo.com
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         Secretary & Treasurer
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Development of Rayalaseema Region – Problems, Issues and Concerns


Rayalaseema region, comprising of Anantapur, Chittoor, Kadapa and Kurnool districts of Andhra Pradesh State, enjoyed enormous prosperity, in agriculture, trade, commerce, etc. till four centuries ago. The decline of this prosperity of this Region started with the downfall  of the Vijayanagar Empire after the Tallikota Battle in 1565 A.D. Like many of the agriculture based civilizations, whose prosperity flourished coupled with successful irrigation facilities. with the adverse changes in climate, rainfall, etc., the irrigation system had a big jolt, leading to famines and made the region a famine struck one.Consequently Rayalaseema area experienced virtually a political anarchy. Innumerable tanks, irrigation canals etc became futile  with no maintenance. No new sources were added and the pressure of the increased population brought in widespread deforestation together with indiscriminate cultivation of land with faulty agricultural practices. All of them in turn made the Region into an arid zone with high temperatures, scanty and the unevenly distributed rainfall, flash floods, severe water and wind erosion of land, loss in soil fertility, poor agricultural yields and recurring famine conditions.


In 1800 A.D these four districts were ceded by the Nizam to East India Company and thus they came to be known as “Datta Mandalam”. With the advent of fast changes in political power, those small and petty palegars ruling over tiny pockets of area all over Rayalaseema  contributed for degeneration of political, economic and social life of this Region. Mackenzie and his team of engineers concluded that the only major source of water supply to Rayalaseema is the Krishna. The provisions in the Gentlemen’s Agreement called “Sri Bagh Agreement” between the leaders of Rayalaseema and Coastal Andhra was that all major projects on the Krishna, the Tungabhadra and the Penna rivers should be aimed to irrigate the parched lands of Rayalaseema were given a go-bye by successive governments.


Out of 27.66 lakh hectares of cultivated land in Rayalaseema, only 2.67 lakh hectares (10%) got irrigation facility, whereas the proportions are 50 percent  in Coastal Andhra  and 40 percent in Telangana. 


Formation of a separate Andhra State in 1953 with Kurnool as the Capital and finally Andhra Pradesh State in 1956 did not solve the problems of Rayalaseema. Agitations flourished with no results. Poverty has encouraged out migration. Hence, the people and leaders should have a clear cut and long run perspective for development of this area, keeping in view, its limited natural resources. The Region contributed as many as six Chief Ministers to the State, but had no dent over the development paradigm.


An action - oriented approach is needed for a faster development of the Region. The leaders should give up their faction ridden life and organize themselves into enlightened and progressive political and social groups. They should educate themselves of the fine art of state craft and administration and cultivate ways and means of democratically influencing the State policies for their good. It is time to complete the pending major projects like Telugu Ganga, Hundri- Niva and Galeru-Nagari  irrigation schemes on a priority basis. Further, it is high time to start large scale industrial units in this Region, as it has minerals in abundance. The Government should encourage entrepreneurs, Non Resident Indians, Foreign Direct Investments, Temples and NGOs for the growth of trade and commerce in the Region. Further, knowledge industry should be given top priority in Rayalaseema. It is high time to press State for more budget allocations for this backward region. It is the duty of the elite to enlighten the people of Rayalaseema to achieve prosperity, which is long overdue to them.   
Keeping in view of the above, the paper writers can choose any of the areas of development – agriculture, industry, service sector, informal sector, infrastructure, social sector, etc, or can analyse the past glory of this Region in juxtaposition with the present scenario.  
